I Stiftung Hamburger Gedenkstatten und Lernorte K2-Gedenkstifie
f zur Erinnerung an die Opfer der NS-Verbrechen Neuengamme

Ausstellungen
Begegnungen
Studienzentrum

80" Anniversary of the Liberation of Prisoners from the

Neuengamme Concentration Camp 2025

Events organized by the Foundation of Hamburg Memorials and Learning
Centres Commemorating the Victims of Nazi Crimes

Sponsored by

Die Beauftragte der Bundesregierung 'Ih
% fir Kultur und Medien "—“-.!-—

Behdorde fur

Hamburg | Kultur und Medien

Please note:

The printed programme is subject to change. Please check here for the latest information:
www.kz-gedenkstaette-neuengamme.de

An overview of the commemorative events in Hamburg can be found here: www.80-jahre-
befreiung.de

Due to security precautions for the announced visit of the Federal Chancellor, anyone wanting
to attend the main commemorative event on 3 May 2025 must register by 6 April 2025 at
www.eveeno.com/Neuengamme_3_5_2025

2 May 2025,9.30a.m.-2.30 p.m.

Marketplace of Memories

A public Marketplace of Memories will be held in the morning. Various stands will display the
results of projects carried out by different schools in Neustadt in advance of the commemoration
days. Clubs, associations, and institutions dedicated to promoting democracy will also have the
opportunity to present their work. These activities will be accompanied by musical performances
and speeches from representatives of the town of Neustadt in Holstein, the Amicale Internationale
KZ Neuengamme (AIN), the Kinder- und Jugendnetzwerk Neustadt in Holstein, and the State
Commissioner for Political Education, Dr Christian Meyer-Heidemann.

Interactive stations will offer various creative, low-threshold ways for all Neustadt schoolchildren
and residents to engage individually with the history of the Cap Arcona.

Among other things, activities are planned with the following artists:
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Uli von Welt (music coach): Music project

Honsar (graffiti artist): Graffiti project

Julia Kaergel (illustrator): Drawing and painting project
Danny Seidel (Lego Serious Play trainer): Lego project

Venue: Market square, Am Markt, 23730 Neustadt in Holstein
Public event, no registration required.

At the same time, Martine Letterie, the award-winning Dutch children's book author, will visit the
Neustadt primary school and read from her book 'Children with a Star'.

The author wrote this book of short stories about Jewish children in the German-occupied
Netherlands on the basis of interviews with people who were in the Westerbork transit camp as
young children themselves.

After the reading, Martine Letterie and the children will work together to craft a memorial to Leo
Meijer, one of the six main characters in the book. Leo Meijer only lived to the age of nine. During
the crafting session, Martine Letterie will talk with the schoolchildren about what they just heard.
The event is aimed at primary school children from Neustadt and other interested individuals.

Event organized by the Amicale Internationale KZ Neuengamme (AIN) in co-operation with the
town of Neustadt in Holstein, the Kinder- und Jugendnetzwerk Neustadt, and all schools in
Neustadt.

3 May 2025, 10.30 a.m.

Commemorative Event to Mark the 80" Anniversary of the Bombing of Prisoner
Ships in the Bay of Neustadt
International commemorative event with descendants of victims of the ship bombings
Speakers:
Dr Martine Letterie, President of the Amicale Internationale KZ Neuengamme (AIN)
Mirko Spieckermann, Mayor of Neustadt in Holstein
Karin Prien, Minister of Education of the State of Schleswig-Holstein
Nieves Cajal Santos, Descendant of Miguel Santos, Neuengamme Prisoner

Students of the Kiistengymnasium Neustadt in Holstein and Arbeitsgemeinschaft
Neuengamme

Musical accompaniment: Choir of students from Neustadt
Venue: Cap Arcona Cemetery in Neustadt in Holstein, Stutthofweg
Public event, no registration required. Seating is limited.

Event organized by the Amicale Internationale KZ Neuengamme (AIN) and the town of Neustadt in
Holstein

3 May 2025, 12.00 p.m.

Boat Trip to the Site of the Sinking of the Prisoner Ships for Descendants of
Former Prisoners of Neuengamme

Venue: Neustadt in Holstein harbour, meeting point: boat dock in front of Kltver's Brauhaus

Closed event. For information and registration please contact Eyleen Grinda (email:
eyleen.grinda@gedenkstaetten. hamburg.de).

Event organized by the Kinder- und Jugendnetzwerk Neustadt in co-operation with the Amicale
Internationale KZ Neuengamme (AIN)



3 May 2025, 2.00-5.00 p.m.
Public Boat Trip to the Site of the Sinking of the Prisoner Ships

Venue: Neustadt in Holstein harbour, meeting point: boat dock in front of Kliver's Brauhaus

For information and registration please contact Danny Seidel (email: dseide/@stadt-neustadlt. de).
Event organized by the Kinder- und Jugendnetzwerk Neustadt

3 May 2025, 12.00/1.00/2.00 p.m.
Short Public Tours (German/English)

Brief introduction to the history of Neuengamme concentration camp and its satellite camps

Location: Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial, meet at the Service Point (near the bus
stop 'KZ-Gedenkstatte Neuengamme, Ausstellung’)

Participation is free of charge. No registration required.

3 May 2025, 4.30 p.m., admission from 3 pm

Commemorative Ceremony to Mark the 80" Anniversary of the End of the War
and the Liberation of the Concentration Camps

International ceremony with survivors and relatives of former prisoners of Neuengamme from all
over the world.

The event will begin with a commemorative ceremony in the former brick factory, followed by a
wreath-laying ceremony at the International Monument.

Programme:

Opening remarks: Prof Dr Oliver von Wrochem, Director of the Foundation of Hamburg Memorials
and Learning Centres

Welcome: Dr Peter Tschentscher, First Mayor of the Free and Hanseatic City of Hamburg
Welcome: Olaf Scholz, Federal Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany

Speech: Helga Melmed, Survivor of the Neuengamme Concentration Camp

Speech: Dr Martine Letterie, President of the Amicale Internationale KZ Neuengamme (AIN)
Musical accompaniment: Férderverein Jugend musiziert, Samantha Wright

Venue: Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial, former brick factory (near the bus stop 'KZ-
Gedenkstatte, Klinkerwerk’)

Public event. Due to security precautions for the announced visit of the Federal Chancellor, anyone
wishing to attend the ceremony must register by 6 April 2025 at
eveeno.com/Neuengamme_3_5_2025

In co-operation with the Amicale Internationale KZ Neuengamme (AIN)

3 May 2025, 7.30 p.m.

Ceremonial Reception and Dinner

Venue: Clausen's Vierlander Landhaus, Curslacker Heerweg 2A, 21039 Hamburg
By invitation only.



4 May 2025, 10.00-11.00 a.m.

Ceremonial Presentation of the New Country Memorial Plaque at the
International Monument of the Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial

On the 80" anniversary of the liberation of the prisoners of Neuengamme concentration camp, a
new memorial marker is added to the ensemble of the International Monument from 1965. A large
circular memorial plaque at the entrance to the memorial complex now names the countries from
which prisoners of the Neuengamme concentration camp come that exist today.

Speakers:

Prof Dr Oliver von Wrochem, Director of the Foundation of Hamburg Memorials and Learning
Centres

Dr Martine Letterie, President of the Amicale Internationale KZ Neuengamme (AIN)

Dr Iryna Tybinka, Consul General of Ukraine in Hamburg

Vincent de Kom, Descendant of a Neuengamme Prisoner from Suriname/Netherlands
Followed by a joint commemoration at the new country memorial plaque

Venue: House of Remembrance, Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial (near the bus stop
'KZ-Gedenkstatte, Mahnmal’)

4 May 2025, 10.00 a.m.=12.30 p.m.
A Space to Remember: Open Printing Workshop for Relatives

During this period, all relatives who have already designed a poster in memory of their persecuted
family member for the Space to Remember can visit the printing workshop without advance
registration in order to print their personal poster. They will receive instruction in the printing
techniques employed by the resistance against National Socialism, and they will have the
opportunity to talk with other relatives of persecuted individuals.

Venue: Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial, Plattenhaus (near the bus stop 'KZ-
Gedenkstatte, Mahnmal')

Public event for relatives of former prisoners, no registration required.
Information: www. ort-der-verbundenheit.org

In co-operation with the AG Ort der Verbundenheit, the Freundeskreis der KZ-Gedenkstétte
Neuengamme, the Arbeitsgemeinschaft Neuengamme (AGN), and the Amicale Internationale KZ
Neuengamme (AIN)

4 May 2025, 10.00 a.m.—4.30 p.m.
Meeting Tents

Opportunities to connect over cake and coffee

Venue: Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial, on the path between the brick factory and
the Plattenhaus (near the bus stop 'KZ-Gedenkstatte, Mahnmal’)

4 May 2025, 11.00 2.m.=12.45 p.m. and 2.45-4.45 p.m.
Tent of Diverse Remembrance

For the Tent of Diverse Remembrance, the Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial has
invited local individuals, clubs, schools, and initiatives to play an active role in shaping the
commemoration of the 80" anniversary of the liberation. You can expect a varied programme of
activities, including discussions and lectures, musical performances, artwork, project presentations,
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and video screenings. These activities address the historical events associated with National
Socialist persecution and Neuengamme concentration camp as well as the contemporary relevance
of this history. Prepare to be surprised by the diversity that Hamburg's civil society brings to its
memory culture!

Venue: Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial, event tent by the International Monument
(near the bus stop 'KZ-Gedenkstatte, Mahnmal’)

Public event, no registration required.

4 May 2025, 11.00 a.m.

Commemoration of 42 Alsatian Officers

At the start of June 1944, forty-two French officers from Alsace refused to be forcibly recruited into
the Waffen-SS. As a result, they were deported to Neuengamme, where twenty-two of them were
murdered. These forty-two individuals will be commemorated in a solemn ceremony where their
names will be read out, soil from the Jardin du Souvenir in Cernay in Alsace will be scattered, and
wreaths will be laid.

Musical accompaniment: Michel Oberlé, great-nephew of Adolphe Nussbaum

Venue: Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial, International Monument, memorial plaque
for France (near the bus stop 'KZ-Gedenkstatte, Mahnmal')

Association Valeurs de la République/Section des '42', Souvenir Francais Comité de Marmoutier,
and the families of Charles Wetterwald, Emile Matter, and Adolphe Nussbaum

4 May 2025, 1.00-2.30 p.m.

A Space to Remember: Public Poster Presentation

For the Space to Remember, family members design individual posters in memory of former
prisoners of Neuengamme from all over the world. During the poster presentation, the family
members will speak publicly about their family histories and jointly commemorate their relatives.
The speakers will be:

Jean Mathia, great-nephew of a Neuengamme prisoner from Alsace: Poster for Emile Matter
and forty-two Alsatian officers

Michael Raveh, son of a German-Jewish concentration camp prisoner: Poster for Karla Raveh
Musical accompaniment: Medical Voices gospel choir
Afterwards we will put the posters up together.

Venue: Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial, brick factory (near the bus stop 'KZ-
Gedenkstatte, Klinkerwerk")

Public event, no registration required.
Information: www. ort-der-verbundenheit.org

In co-operation with the AG Ort der Verbundenheit, the Freundeskreis der KZ-Gedenkstétte
Neuengamme, the Arbeitsgemeinschaft Neuengamme (AGN), and the Amicale Internationale KZ
Neuengamme (AIN)

4 May 2025, 4.00-5.30 p.m.

Commemoration of Prisoners Persecuted as "Homosexuals' in Neuengamme
Concentration Camp



The murdered, missing, and surviving victims of homosexual persecution will be commemorated
together. The Neuengamme Memorial Book includes the names of several hundred male prisoners
who were sent to the concentration camp under Paragraph 175 of the German Criminal Code.
Many of these men perished in the Neuengamme concentration camp system.

After the Second World War, the prisoners who had been forced to wear the pink triangle were
treated with contempt. It was not until 1985 that a memorial stone for these victims was placed in
the Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial — under protest from other groups of former
prisoners. In 2024, two memorial sites were chosen in the middle of Hamburg to shift the focus of
commemoration for all queer victims of sexual persecution from the periphery to the centre.

Venue: Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial; the event will start at the former detention
bunker and then move to the former roll-call square (near the bus stop 'KZ-Gedenkstétte,
Ausstellung'); from around 5.00 p.m., commemoration will take place at the monument to
‘homosexual’ prisoners in the memorial grove (near the bus stop 'KZ-Gedenkstatte, Mahnmal')

Initiative by Gemeinsam gegen das Vergessen — Stolpersteine fir homosexuelle NS-Opfer, Queer
History Month, and mhc Hamburg

5 May 2025, 10.00 a.m.
Public Talks for School Classes with Three Relatives of Former Prisoners

All discussions will be in English without translation, except for the talk with Michael Raveh.

Aleksander Banci¢ (Pula, Croatia) talks about his grandfather, the Croatian resistance fighter Josip
Banci¢ from Istria, who died in Neuengamme concentration camp. He discusses his research into
his grandfather, the silence about his grandfather's fate in his family of origin, and the impact of his
research and findings on his own life to this day.

Michael Raveh (Kirjat Tiw'on, Israel) setzt die Erinnerungsarbeit seiner Mutter Karla Raveh (1927-
2017) fort. Karla Raveh war die einzige Uberlebende ihrer jiidischen Familie. Sie wurde aus Lemgo
in das Getto Theresienstadt und spater in die KZ Auschwitz und Bergen-Belsen deportiert. Im
AuBenlager Salzwedel des KZ Neuengamme wurde sie schliel3lich befreit.

Victoria Toth (Budapest) is the granddaughter of the Hungarian Jew Gyula Furst, who survived
Auschwitz concentration camp and satellite camps of Neuengamme before being liberated in
Bergen-Belsen. She talks about the antisemitic persecution of her family of origin by the National
Socialists, her family members who were murdered in Auschwitz, her grandfather's survival and life
after the liberation, and the effects of his persecution on the family to this day.

Venue: Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial, Centre for Historical Studies (near the bus
stop 'KZ-Gedenkstatte, Ausstellung')

For information and registration (required!) please contact Ulrike Jensen (email:
ulrike. jensen@gedenkstaetten. hamburg. de, phone. +49 (0)40 428 137 579).

5 May 2025, 7 p.m., KérberHaus
/ can forgive, but never forget

Generation talk with concentration camp survivor Helga Melmed and members of
her family

Helga Melmed, née Arndtheim, was deported from Berlin to the Litzmannstadt/Lodz ghetto with
her Jewish family at the age of 13. Her parents died there of hunger and disease. Helga Melmed
survived the Auschwitz concentration camp, several satellite camps of the Neuengamme
concentration camp and the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp as the only member of her family.
After the war she emigrated to the United States.
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We will talk to Helga Melmed and her family members about the National Socialist persecution and
about passing on the memory in their family. When did the children find out about their mother's
persecution? Did the mother tell about her fate of her own accord? Did the children tell their own
children about the family history? And what do all of them hope for the future?

The conversation will be held in English without translation.

Moderator: Ulrike Jensen (Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial)

Venue: KorberHaus, Holzhude 1, 21029 Hamburg (near the Bergedorf S-Bahn station)
Please register by contacting hamburg@fes.de.

In co-operation with the Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung

6 May 2025, 7.00-9.00 p.m.

Mémoire a quatre voix — One War, Four Voices against Forgetting and for
Dialogue

Yvonne Cossu and Jean-Michel Gaussot, the children of French resistance fighters who perished
in April 1945 in satellite camps of Neuengamme, and Barbara Brix and Ulrich Gantz, the children
of National Socialist perpetrators, met each other ten years ago at the Neuengamme Concentration
Camp Memorial and have been close friends ever since. They appear together before audiences of
young people and adults in Germany and abroad to tell the stories of their fathers, talk about their
friendship, and motivate their listeners to take up the fight against the resurgence of neo-fascist
movements.

Moderator: Martin Doerry (journalist and author)
Venue: Central Library, Hihnerposten 1, 20097 Hamburg
Please register online through our events calendar.

In co-operation with the Biicherhallen Hamburg, the Freundeskreis KZ-Gedenkstatte
Neuengamme, and the Woche des Gedenkens Hamburg-Mitte

7 and 8 May 2025

Citywide Dramatic Readings: Voices of People Liberated from the National
Socialist Regime

To mark the 80" anniversary of the end of the war, the voices of people persecuted by the National
Socialist regime will be heard again in public all over Hamburg. The different experiences of the
victims of persecution and their memories of the liberation will be made visible and audible through
dramatic readings and artistic interventions at multiple locations in Hamburg,.

The readings and activities are an opportunity to ensure that the important stories of the survivors
and their descendants are kept alive. They also send a clear signal that the National Socialist past
continues to affect us today, and that engaging with this past prompts us to take action for
democracy and against historical revisionism.

For more information, please visit: 80-jahre-befreiung.de

In co-operation with the Mahnmal St. Nikolai

10 May 2025, 7.30 a.m.-9.00 p.m.

BEFREIUNG - A European Peace Oratorio

2025 is the 80" anniversary of the end of the Second World War. To mark this occasion, the
composer Marc Sinan has collaborated with many other artists from six countries to develop a



multi-perspectival European peace oratorio which will be assembled in Hamburg to create a musical
project for remembrance and the future.

BEFREIUNG ('liberation’) takes as its starting point the carefully researched accounts of people
recalling the end of the war and their own liberation. These diverse voices represent the millions of
people whose stories have not been told.

Musicians from the Polish Spétdzielnia Muzyczna contemporary ensemble, the French Ensemble C
Barré, the Italian Ensemble degli Intrigati, and the Serbian Ensemble Metamorphosis Belgrad have
joined with local musicians to form a project orchestra under the musical direction of Andrea
Molino. Together with the Neue Vocalsolisten group and the Hamburg choirs, the orchestra aims
to send a radiant musical signal for a peaceful future in remembrance of the past.

Venue: Kampnagel Internationale Kulturfabrik, Jarrestrasse 20, 22303 Hamburg

Price: €10 / €5 concession

In co-operation with the Marc Sinan Company, Mahnmal St. Nikolai, the Friedensfest Augsburg,
the Kampnagel Internationale Kulturfabrik, and YMUSIC



