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10" "Future of Remembrance" Forum 2024

Remembering National Socialist Crimes in the Times of an International Political Shift
to the Far Right

This year's "Future of Remembrance” Forum is already the tenth. Since the first Forum in 2015 we are
concerned with the present and future of the culture of remembrance in view of the survivors falling
silent as well as current social challenges. Every year the Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial
invites relatives of victims of Nazi persecution, descendants of Nazi perpetrators, people interested in
the culture of remembrance and memorial staff to meet, exchange ideas and connect.

The 10" Forum will take place on November 13 and 14, 2024. This year, we will discuss about the
meaning of commemoration of the National Socialist crimes in the face of the growth of radical
rightwing parties and movements. This question overarches the truly diverse topics of this year's Forum
and accompanies us throughout the different panels.

Before the public part of the Forum begins, the first day presents a special offer for relatives of former
concentration camp prisoners and other victims of Nazi persecution: the workshop "Emotional Lega-
cies and Dealing with Trauma". After the end of the Nazi terror, most of the survivors were hardly able
to mentally process appropriately what they had experienced. Fear of persecution, pain and grief over
the suffering endured as well as hatred towards the perpetrators were transmitted unconsciously to
their descendants. The aim of this workshop is to make participants aware of the problem of emotional
legacies and to show them ways of dealing with them.

The general part of the Forum begins in the early afternoon of November 13. The Wehrmacht and
the SS committed innumerable crimes in the occupied countries in 1944: massacres, arbitrary arrests,
deportations. This year represents the 80" anniversary of these horrific events, also in the French town
Murat, located in the Département Cantal. Two relatives of Neuengamme prisoners deported from
Murat will report how their family history influences their lives until today. Both of them are active
within the association Mémoire(s) & Déportation du Cantal, to transmit the memory to younger gener-
ations, in the families as well as in the region as a whole.

This year, the Forum focusses on the countries Bosnia-Herzegovina and Croatia in the subsequent
panel. To this aim amongst others we invited the grandson of a partisan from Istria who was a prisoner
of the Neuengamme concentration camp. The panel deals with the culture of remembrance for the
National Socialistic crimes in Yugoslavia as well as in the post-Yugoslavian Bosnia-Herzegovina and Cro-
atia. Against the background of the wars during the 1990s we will raise questions about continuities,
ruptures and the instrumentalization of memory politics. How did and still do nationalist and rightwing
movements shape the remembrance and commemorations?

Representatives of the associations of former Neuengamme concentration camp prisoners and their
relatives from various European countries are participating in the "Future of Remembrance” Forum



every year. We will discuss current projects of these associations in the morning of November 14: The
Museum Meensel-Kiezegem '44 presents a new book. Beginning of August 2024, they organized sev-
eral events commemorating the raid in 1944. The Spanish Amical de Neuengamme wants to plant a
sapling from the Guernica tree in the Wobbelin Memorial. The German Arbeitsgemeinschaft Neu-
engamme (AGN) supports the idea of the French Amicale, to erect a big monument with all the names
of Neuengamme concentration camp prisoners in the city center of Hamburg. The AGN elaborates on
the special circumstances that render it difficult to research the names of German prisoners.

Regarding the histories of Anton de Kom and Waldemar Nods we will then raise the question how
family memory relates to the public debates about the remembrance of the colonial past of the Neth-
erlands and the National Socialist occupation. De Kom as well as Nods were from the then Dutch col-
ony Suriname and were arrested in the occupied Netherlands due to their resistance activities. Subse-
quently, they were deported to the Neuengamme concentration camp. How did the families perceive
the public commemoration of their relatives? What did they fight for? What kind of projects — including
artistic ones — do currently exist to remember their stories in the Netherlands?

After lunch we will talk with two women who are daughters of forbidden relationships: During National
Socialism friendships and relationships between Germans and as “fremdvélkisch” —so as not belonging
to the German people — stigmatized prisoners of war or forced laborers were strictly forbidden. Also,
relations to western prisoners of war or forced laborers were undesired. How did this family back-
ground shape our guests? Furthermore, we invited a historian who together with a project group of the
Memorial Camp Sandbostel develops the exhibition trotzdemda.de treating this topic.

Finally, we want to give all participants the chance to actively contribute to the final discussion. Thanks
to the "fish bow!" method, all participants will have the chance to raise their voice and comment on the
raised questions and discussed topics so that we can draw a conclusion all together.

Public evening event in Hamburg-Bergedorf regarding the topic: "Fighting for rehabilitation and
remembrance in the past and the present”

A public panel discussion in the district Hamburg-Bergedorf concludes the second day of this year's
Forum. Representatives of associations and initiatives of victims of racist and rightwing violence after
1945 will enter a conversation about the question how the fights for rehabilitation and remembrance
from survivors of NS-persecution and their families are connected or separated from the struggles of
persons affected by rightwing violence and their families after 1945. They will discuss what the shift of
the public discourse to the right means for relatives who are fighting for the recognition of victims of
National Socialist persecution or rightwing violence after 1945.

Concept: Dr Alexandre Froidevaux and Dr Susann Lewerenz as well as Sophia Annweiler and Paula
Scholz

Venue: Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial, Study Center, Jean-Dolidier-Weg 75, 21039
Hamburg

There will be simultaneous translation into German, English and Spanish, as well as, if required, into
French and Polish.

Note on the Space to Remember, Connect and Support: Anyone who has designed a poster and would
like to print it during the days is cordially invited to contact us in good time in advance.



Program

Wednesday, November 13, 09:30 am — 05:25 pm; Study Center, Neuengamme Concentration
Camp Memorial

Conference Program

Directions: Bus 227 at 8. 32 am from Bergedorf central bus station ("ZOB"), arrival at 9.06
am at stop ,KZ-Gedenkstatte, Ausstellung”

Alternatively, for hotel guests: Bus 127 at 9:07 am from stop ,Vier-
landenstralSe” (dlirectly in front of the H4 Hotel), arrival 9.26 at stop ,KZ-
Cedenkstatte, Ausstellung”

From 9:00 am Arrival and informal exchange

09:30 am—-12:30 pm Emotional Legacies and Dealing with Trauma. Workshop for Relatives of For-
mer Concentration Camp Prisoners and Persons who were Persecuted under
National Socialism

The barbarian persecution by the Nazis was a tremendously traumatizing ex-
perience for persecuted persons. Fear of persecution, pain and grief over the
suffering endured as well as hatred towards the perpetrators were transmit-
ted unconsciously to the descendants.

The aim of this workshop is to make participants aware of the problem of
emotional legacies and to show them ways of dealing with them.

Dr Peter Pogany-Wnendt, Cologne (Physician and Psychotherapist, Son of
Jewish Survivors from Hungary, Chairman of the Study Group on Intergener-
ational Consequences of the Holocaust)

12:30 pm-1:30 pm  Lunch

1:30 pm-2:00 pm  Welcome and Introductory Remarks on the 10" “Future of Remembrance”
Forum

Prof Dr Oliver von Wrochem (Hamburg Foundation of Memorials and Learning
Centers) and Dr Susann Lewerenz (Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memo-
rial)

2:00 pm-3:30pm  The Raid in Murat in June 1944 — Repercussions in the Families and commit-
ment in the Present

Conversation with Anne Servet, Crenoble (Granddaughter and niece of
French Neuengamme-prisoners) and Marc Hivernat, Paris (Grandson of a
French prisoner), both active in the association Mémoire(s) & Déportation du
Cantal

Moderator: Dr Christine Eckel (Hamburg Foundation of Memorials and
Learning Centers)

3:30 pm-3:55 pm Break



3:55pm-5:25pm  Bosnia-Herzegovina and Croatia: Culture of Remembrance for National So-
cialist Crimes against the Background of the Wars in the 1990s

Conversation with Aleksandar Banci¢, Pula (Grandson of a Neuengamme-
prisoner from Istria) and Dr Martina Bitunjac, Potsdam (Historian)

Moderator: Ana Buka (Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial)

Departure Bus 127 at 5:35 pm from stop "KZ-Gedenkstatte, Ausstellung”, arrival at 5:53
pm at Bergedorf central bus station ("ZOB")

Bus 227 at 6:06 pm from stop "KZ-Gedenkstitte, Ausstellung’, arrival at
Bergedorf central bus station ("ZOB")

From 7:00 pm Dinner for invited guests at the H4 Hotel Bergedorf

Thursday, November 14; 9:45 am-5:15 pm; Study Center, Neuengamme Concentration Camp
Memorial

Conference program

Arrival: Bus 127 at 9:03 am from Bergedorf central bus station ("ZOB"), from stop
“VierlandenstralSe” (H4 Hotel) at 9:07 am, arrival at 9:27 am at stop "KZ-
Cedenkstatte, Ausstellung”

From 9:30 a.m. Arrival and informal exchange
9:45 am-10am Welcome to day two
Dr Alexandre Froidevaux (Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial)

10am-11am Current Projects of Associations and Initiatives of Descendants of Former
concentration camp prisoners

Tom Devos, Meensel-Kiegezem (Museum Meensel-Kiegezem, Belgium),
Thomas Kapernick, Kattendorf (Arbeitsgemeinschaft Neuengamme, GCer-
many), José Luis Villaverde, Llanes (Amical de Neuengamme, Spain)

Moderator: Dr Christiane HeR (Hamburg Foundation of Memorials and Learn-
ing Centers)

11 am-11:15 am Break

11:15 am-12:45 pm Surinamese-Dutch Familiy History in between Colonial Past and Anti-fascist Re-
sistance

Conversation with Max Nods (Grandson of Waldemar Nods, Surinamese pris-
oner of the Neuengamme concentration camp) and Vincent de Kom, Amster-
dam (Great-grandson of Anton de Kom, Surinamese prisoner)

Moderator: Sophia Annweiler (Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial)

12:45 pm-2:15pm  Lunch



2:15pm-3:45pm  Nevertheless there! Children from Forbidden Relationships between Ger-
mans and Prisoners of War or Forced Laborers

Conversation with Katharina Sdmann, Bremen (Daughter of a former Soviet
prisoner of war and a German woman), Christa Steffens, Bremervorde
(Daughter of a former Polish forced laborer and a German woman) and Lucy
Debus, Berlin (Project member, Sandbostel Camp Memorial)

Moderator: Dr Alexandre Froidevaux (Neuengamme Concentration Camp
Memorial)

3:45 pm-4:15 pm Break
4:15 pm-5:15 pm Fish bowl

Exchange of Thought and Reflection on the Topics and Questions of the Fo-
rum

Moderator: Dr Susann Lewerenz (Neuengamme Concentration Camp Me-

morial)

Departure Bus 127 at 5:35 pm from stop "KZ-Gedenkstatte, Ausstellung”, arrival at 5:53
pm at stop “Vierlandenstrale” (H4 Hotel), at 5:58 pm at Bergedorf central
bus station ("ZOB")

6:00 pm-730pm  Dinner at KérberHaus, Holzhude 7, 21029 Hamburg-Bergedorf (close to H4
Hotel) for participants of the Forum (with registration)

Thursday, November 14; 7:30 pm-9:30 pm; KorberHaus, Holzhude 1, 21029 Hamburg-Bergedorf
(close to H4 Hotel)

Public evening event
7:30 pm-9:30 pm  Fighting for Rehabilitation and Remembrance in the Past and the Present

Conversation with Ibrahim Arslan, Hamburg (political educator, victim and
survivor of the racist arson attacks in Molln 1992), Dr Martine Letterie, Vor-
den/Netherlands (President of the Amicale Internationale KZ Neuengamme
(AIN), granddaughter of a Neuengamme-prisoner) and Viola Horvathova,
Hamburg (Rom und Cinti Union)

Moderator: Siri Keil, Hamburg (cultural worker and freelance presenter)

Event in German with English simultaneous interpretation



